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Building the politics machine 
Tools for resolving the global land grab
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I. Structural biography
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II. Legibility inventory
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Approved land deal with map (provincial level)

Approved land deal, no map (provincial level)



III. Map genealogy



Zhen Hua Trading Company
rubber planting promotion project

target village land use map 
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Document room, District Agriculture & Forestry Office
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Laos?

China

GoogleEarth imagery, November 2008





“Suitability for rain-fed cereals (high level of inputs)” (Fischer et al. 2002, plate 31)
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Areas BELOW 800 masl

Areas ABOVE 1,000 masl
10,000 ha

1,000 ha

3,000 ha

2-province total approved
~58,000 ha





Increasing land enclosure
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